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1709 ", by the editor, Julius Goebel. These documents, from the archives 
of the principality Nassau- Weilburg, besides throwing light on economic 
and social conditions of the period, prove that English agents gave 
encouragement to German emigrants (as here Mr. Davenant, English 
envoy at Frankfort-on-the-Main), and that history must throw a large 
part of the responsibility upon them for the large exodus of Palatines in 
1709-1710, whose numbers caused embarrassment in London for some 
time. " The Germans of Iowa and the Two- Year Amendment of Massa- 
chusetts ", by F. J. Herriott, is an important contribution to our knowl- 
edge of the bearing of the German vote of the Middle West upon the 
political situation in the crisis of i860. Mr. Herriott shows that the 
leaders of the Republican party in Iowa considered the German vote 
indispensable for victory at the polls, adopting every expedient to re- 
assure and satisfy the German leaders, and nominating the most in- 
fluential of the Germans of Iowa, the "forty-eighter " N. J. Rusch, as 
lieutenant-governor in i860; and he narrates their struggle to counteract 
the effect of the Two-Year Amendment passed by the Republicans of 
Massachusetts, by which the foreigner after becoming naturalized should 
be compelled to wait two years before securing the privilege of voting. 
The last article, " Aus dem Tagebuch eines Achtundvierzigers ", we owe 
to Professor Otto Heller, who encouraged Dr. Enno Sander, an ardent 
participant in the revolution of 1 848-1 849, to look back and dictate to 
him what he remembered of that period of great hopes, of slight fulfill- 
ment, yet of great moment- for its bearing upon the future. The diary is 
written in a racy style, and gives a fascinating picture of persons and 
events in that brief, but critical struggle, which sent practically all of its 
surviving leaders to this country. 

A. B. Faust. 

Guide to the Materials' in London Archives for the History of the 
United States since 1783. By Charles O. Paullin, of the Car- 
negie Institution of Washington, and Frederic L. Paxson, Pro- 
fessor of American History in the University of Wisconsin. 
(Washington, D. C. : The Carnegie Institution of Washington. 
1914. Pp. xi, 642.) 

This volume, which does honor to the Carnegie Institution, to the 
Director of its Department of Historical Research, and to its compilers, 
is a joint production. Dr. Paullin of the Institution contributed six 
months to the work and Professor Paxson of the University of Wis- 
consin three months; and Professor Fryer of McGill University and 
Mr. Parker, now of the Archives Department, Ottawa, assisted ma- 
terially. The labor was divided as well as possible, however, and 
great care was taken to minimize the disadvantages of division. The 
Guide, which extends in nearly all cases to i860, covers the Foreign 
Office, Home Office, War Office, Colonial Office, Privy Council, House 
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of Lords, Admiralty, Audit Office, Board of Trade, Customs, General 
Post Office, High Court of Admiralty, the Treasury, and the British 
Museum manuscripts. Of the value of these documents it cannot be 
necessary to speak at length. The diplomatic despatches, for instance, 
were from men of ability close to the heart of things, exempt in many 
cases from the blinding passions of the participants and under a 
stringent obligation to observe carefully and write with scrupulous 
fidelity ; and all the papers possess in their varying degrees and for their 
various purposes a substantial importance. The field is almost appalling 
in extent, while the labor of reporting upon it was very exacting in 
regard to quality ; and the compilers merit hearty praise for the patient 
and scholarly work accomplished. The reviewer has been able to com- 
pare transcripts and notes — particularly from " F. O. America " and " F. 
O. Mexico " papers — with the analyses of the corresponding volumes pre- 
sented in the Guide, and also to test less thoroughly the Admiralty work, 
and, besides finding himself almost always satisfied, has in many cases 
felt admiration at the deftness as well as fidelity with which the docu- 
ments have been handled. A dozen words often represent hours of 
thoughtful labor. At the same time it must be said — not as a criticism 
upon the compilers but as a hint to the users of the volume — that it has 
its limitations. This was indeed practically inevitable. It had to be 
prepared with a moderate expenditure of time and printed within a 
moderate compass; and there are bounds to both human knowledge and 
the human power of attention. Cases have been found in which per- 
tinent matters have been passed over, and others in which the descriptions 
are somewhat inadequate or possibly somewhat misleading. These have 
arisen occasionally perhaps from an oversight or from failing to per- 
ceive all the bearings of a document or passage, as only a special 
student of the subject could fairly be expected to do; but usually the 
cause has doubtless been the need of conciseness. Moreover it was 
found impracticable (see p. 10) to try to list all of the documents 
relating to the United States that are scattered through series relating 
primarily to other countries; and the preface states that "many series 
of documents are not described", though the indexes, catalogues, and 
official lists referring to them are fully mentioned. Hence while scores 
of papers having apparently only a very slight importance are specified, 
some of notable value — especially those preserved in files where one 
would not expect to find them — might be overlooked by the investigator, 
should he rely too closely on the Guide, Now the failure of an his- 
torian to use essential documents is peculiarly unfortunate, for it is less 
likely to be detected than misstatements yet quite as liable to cause wrong 
conclusions. For this reason whatever seems to be a satisfactory sub- 
stitute for the tedious examination of all the possible sources is of 
course dangerous, and the suggestion must be made not to use the 
Guide blindly, however great its value. The inquirer must still be alert, 
persistent, and laborious, and so Dr. Jameson himself intimates in his 
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excellent preface. To these remarks must be added strong apprecia- 
tion of the introduction — which offers much essential preliminary in- 
formation to the scholar wishing to consult these archives — and of the 

fine index. T , T „ 

Justin H. Smith. 

Writings of John Quincy Adams. Edited by Worthington 
Chauncey Ford. Volume III., 1801-1810. (New York: The 
Macmillan Company. 1914. Pp. xxiv, 555.) 

The third installment of John Quincy Adams's Writings covers what 
was perhaps the most critical period in his long public career. Im- 
mediately upon his return from Prussia he entered political life. In 
April, 1802, he was elected a member of the senate of Massachusetts; 
in November, he narrowly missed an election to the federal House of 
Representatives ; in the following February, he was elected to the United 
States Senate. Chosen to represent a Federalist constituency, he did 
not hesitate to support measures recommended by President Jefferson. 
For this independent course he paid the inevitable penalty. The trials 
which befell him were, he admitted to his mother, severe beyond any 
that he ever was before called to meet. In June, 1808, he found him- 
self so hopelessly at odds with his constituents that he resigned his seat. 
A year later he was appointed minister to Russia by President Madison. 

The personal history unfolded in these letters will be familiar to 
those who have read Adams's Diary; yet many phases of personal 
politics are illuminated by passages written in a confidential vein. Oc- 
casionally, too, information of a general nature may be gleaned from 
these letters; but on the whole they contribute little that is new to the 
history of the times. 

Those who would understand what Josiah Quincy called "the 
peculiar texture" of Adams's mind will do well to read the letters 
which passed between him and the overseers of Harvard College rela- 
tive to the Boylston Professorship of Rhetoric and Oratory. Adams was 
convinced that " the bar was not his element ", but he never doubted 
his ability to contribute to " belles lettres ". Conscientious to a fault 
in this as in all matters, he read laboriously in the classics, in prepara- 
tion for his duties; yet he never exhibited any marked literary taste or 
imagination. On witnessing an eclipse of the moon his fancy took no 
higher flight than this: "The fowls roosted. The lowing herd wound 
slowly o'er the lea. The western horizon with a sky perfectly serene 
looked as if it had been charged with one of the heaviest thunder clouds. 
The moon appeared like a patch of court plaister upon the face of 
Heaven." 

On the other hand, Adams did entertain serious doubts as to his 
usefulness in public life. His fundamental principles, he declared, were 
devotion to the Union and independence of party obligations. He de- 
plored at all times the baneful influence of party. Referring to his 



